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About the Agricultural Economics Research Association (AERA), India 
The AERA is a prominent professional organisation dedicated to advancing research, education, and 
policy analysis in Agricultural Economics and related fields. Established in 1987, the association focuses 
on agriculture and allied sectors and addresses economic challenges in productivity, sustainability, 
market dynamics, rural development, and food security. AERA communicates with the wider audience 
through its flagship publication, the Agricultural Economics Research Review (AERR), by publishing 
high-quality research articles and policy papers. AERA plays a vital role in fostering interdisciplinary 
collaboration and contributing to the sustainable development of agriculture, rural livelihoods, and food 
systems, both in India and globally. The association also emphasises capacity building by providing 
training and networking opportunities for young researchers and professionals in the field. Its initiatives 
aim to bridge the gap between research and policy implementation, ensuring that evidence-based 
solutions are effectively integrated into decision-making processes. Dr P.K. Joshi, former Director of 
ICAR-NAARM, ICAR-NIAP and IFPRI-South Asia, is the President of the Association. 
 
About Pondicherry University 
Pondicherry University is a Central University established by an Act of the Indian Parliament in October 
1985. It is an affiliating University with a jurisdiction spanning the Union Territories of Puducherry, 
Lakshadweep, and the Andaman & Nicobar Islands. The University’s objectives are to disseminate and 
advance knowledge by offering teaching and research facilities, and to promote interdisciplinary studies 
and research in various fields. The main campus is located in Kalapet, 10 km from Puducherry, in a 
serene, beautiful 800-acre site adjoining the scenic Bay of Bengal. The university has entered into MoUs 
with a good number of reputed international institutions in India and abroad for collaboration and 
faculty development. 
 
Department of Economics 
Department of Economics is one of the founding departments of Pondicherry University, established on 
15th December 1986. The Department offers undergraduate, post-graduate and research programmes 
that enable students to acquire both theoretical knowledge and technical skills. In recent times, the 
Department has emerged as one of the leading centres for training in applied econometrics and for 
conducting regular programmes and workshops for researchers and policymakers. The Department 
provides ample opportunities for faculty members and students to interact with leading academicians 
from the country and abroad, as they are regularly invited to the Department's training programmes, 
conferences, seminars, and workshops. There are a number of projects undertaken by faculty members, 
funded by the Reserve Bank of India, ICSSR, various Ministries of the Government of Puducherry & the 
Government of India, the University Grants Commission, etc. In addition, faculty members have 
published research papers in reputable journals. 
 
 
 
 

Chief Patron President, AERA Conference President 

   
Prof. P. Prakash Babu 

Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor 
Pondicherry University 

Prof. P.K. Joshi Prof. S. Mahendra Dev 
 

 

About the 2026 AERA Conference President 

Prof. S. Mahendra Dev is Chairman of the Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister of India. He earlier 
served as Director and Vice Chancellor of the Indira Gandhi Institute of Development Research (2010–2022) 
and as Chairman of the Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices. He was Vice Chairman and Board 
member of the International Food Policy Research Institute and served on India’s National Statistical 
Commission. He received the Malcolm Adisesaiah Award (2016). He earned his Ph.D. from the Delhi School of 
Economics and completed post-doctoral work at Yale University. 

 

Organising Secretaries 

  
Dr. Sendhil R 
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Dr. K M Singh, Vice President, AERA & Former Dean, PGCA, Dr. RPCAU, Samastipur 

Dr. D. Suresh Kumar, Vice President, AERA & Director, CARDS, TNAU 

Dr. Hulas Pathak, Vice President, AERA & Professor & Head, Dept. of ARM, IGKV, Raipur 

Dr. Ranjit Kumar, Vice President, AERA & CEO, a-IDEA, ICAR-NAARM, Hyderabad 

Dr. Anjani Kumar, Secretary, AERA & Senior Research Fellow, IFPRI, New Delhi 

Dr. Seema Bathla, Editor-in-Chief (AERR), & Professor, JNU, New Delhi 

Dr. Shiv Kumar, Director, ICAR-NIAP, New Delhi 

Dr. G K Jha, Treasurer, AERA & Head, Division of Bioinformatics, ICAR-IASRI, New Delhi 

Dr. Venkatesa Palanisamy N, Dean (Agri), AC& RI, TNAU, Coimbatore 

Dr. B.C. Roy, Professor, Institute of Agriculture, Visva Bharati, Sriniketan 

Dr. Shalander Kumar, Dy GRP Director, ICRISAT, Patancheru 

Dr. Alka Singh, Head, Division of Agricultural Economics, ICAR-IARI, New Delhi 

Dr. R S Pundir, Principal & Dean, International ABM College, AAU, Anand 

Dr. Siddayya, Professor & Head, MBA (ABM), UAS, Bengaluru 

Dr. Vidya Vemireddy, Associate Professor, CMA, IIM, Ahmedabad 

 

Registration Fee 

 

Particulars 
Early Bird 

Registration (Up to 
September 30, 2026) 

Spot Registration 

AERA Member ₹ 6000 ₹ 7000 

Non-Member* ₹ 7000  ₹ 8000  

Students/Scholars** ₹ 2500 ₹ 3000 

Corporate / Exhibitors ₹ 15000 ₹ 16000 

Accompanying member ₹ 4000 ₹ 4000 

Foreign National $ 150 $ 200 
* Registration fee includes annual membership fee | ** Travel Grants available  

• Food will be provided to all delegates during conference days. 

• Accommodation, if needed, will be provided on a payment basis. 

 

 

 

 

 

Bank Details for Registration Fee Payment 

Participants have to e-pay the prescribed registration fee and 

fill in the following Registration Form:  

        https://forms.gle/DWaJfdNkfHzCWeav7   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Contact Emails 

Paper/Abstract Submission: ceditoraerr@gmail.com 

Registration: aeraconference.pu@gmail.com 

Scan QR Code 

• Bank Details 
• Registration Form 

• About Puducherry 

Beneficiary Name Organising Secretary (AERA Conference) 

Bank Account No. 7468735148 

Name of the Bank Indian Bank 

Bank Branch Name  Pondicherry University (Branch Code: 1574) 

Codes           IFSC Code: IDIB000P152 (MICR Code: 605019011) 

Patrons 
Dr. K. Tharanikkarasu 
Director – SEI & RR, Pondicherry University 
Shri. R. Gunasekaran 
Registrar, Pondicherry University 
Dr. M. Krishna Murthy 
Finance Officer, Pondicherry University 
 

Chairpersons 
Dr. P. Natarajan 
Director (C&CR) & Dean, School of Management, PU 
Dr. R. Sankar 
Dean, PAJANCOA & RI, Karaikal 
 

Convenors 
Dr. A. Sankaran 
Professor and Head, Department of Economics, PU 
Dr. S. Parthasarathi 
Professor and Head (Agrl. Extension), PAJANCOA & RI 
 

Co-Convenors 
Dr. Amaresh Samantaraya 
Professor, Dept. of Economics, PU 
Dr. Prasant Kumar Panda 
Professor, Department of Economics, PU 
Dr. Sivasankar V 
Professor, Department of Economics, PU 
Dr. A.Vidhyavathi 
Professor & Head (Agrl. Economics), TNAU 
Dr. R Venkataraman 
Professor & Head (Agrl. Economics), AU, Chidambaram 
Dr. P Venkatesh 
Adviser (Agri & Marine Products), Brussels, Belgium 
 

Co-Organising Secretaries  
Dr. H. Yasmeen Sultana 
Assistant Professor, Department of Economics, PU 
Dr. R Lusome 
Assistant Professor, Department of Economics, PU 
Dr. C. Jerome Samraj 
Assistant Professor, Department of Economics, PU 
Dr. N. Kubendran 
Assistant Professor, Department of Economics, PU 
Dr. Hersch Sahay 
Assistant Professor, Department of Economics, PU 
Dr. N. Swaminathan  
Professor, PAJANCOA & RI, Karaikal 
Dr. L. Umamaheswari  
Professor, PAJANCOA & RI, Karaikal 
Dr. K.S. Kumaravel  
Associate Professor, PAJANCOA & RI, Karaikal 
Shri. C. Aroutchelvam  
Assistant Professor, PAJANCOA & RI, Karaikal 
Dr. T. Siva Sakthi Devi  
Assistant Professor, PAJANCOA & RI, Karaikal 
Dr. M. Umamageswari  
Assistant Professor, PAJANCOA & RI, Karaikal 
 

Coordinators  
Dr. P. Sivaramane 
Principal Scientist, ICAR-NAARM, Hyderabad 
Dr. Mathimaran Natarajan 
Associate Professor & Centre Head, CSCS, PU 
Dr. C. Ganeshe 
Chairman, PIAS and CEAD 
Dr. D. Velmurugan 
Associate Professor (Agrl. Economics), AU 
Dr. R. Jaya Kumaravaradan 
Scientist (SS), ICAR-CICR, Nagpur 
Dr. V. Chandrasekar 
Senior Scientist, ICAR-CIFT, Cochin 
Dr. Anbukkani Perumal 
Senior Scientist, ICAR-IIHR, Bengaluru 
Dr. V. Karthick 
Assistant Professor, TNAU, Coimbatore 
Dr. Subash Surendran Padmaja 
Senior Scientist, ICAR-NIAP, New Delhi 
Dr. M. Umanath 
Assistant Professor (Agrl. Economics), MIDS, Chennai 
Dr. Vinita Kanwal 
Assistant Professor (Agrl. Economics), PAU, Ludhiana 
Dr. A. Anbarassan 
Assistant Professor & HOD (Agrl. Economics), SRMIST, Chennai 
Dr. Periasami Nagappan 
Assistant Professor (Agrl. Economics), SRMIST, Chennai 
Dr. Sathaiah M 
Assistant Professor (Agrl. Economics), SRMIST, Chennai 
 

Dates to Remember 

Submission of Paper / Abstract: June 30, 2026 

Intimation of Selection: August 1, 2026 (onward) 

Payment of Registration: August 1, 2026 (onward) 

 

https://forms.gle/DWaJfdNkfHzCWeav7


About Puducherry (aka Pondicherry) 

Puducherry is a beautiful coastal town in the eastern part of South India. It is a Union Territory and a former 
French colony that was a major port of French India. It is famous for its colonial buildings, French-style 
bakeries, and European-style cafes. It is also known for its beaches and its unique culture, a mix of French and 
Indian influences. It's a popular tourist destination and has a variety of attractions, including old churches, 
temples, and colonial buildings. Pondicherry is also known for its yoga and Ayurveda centres and its vibrant 
markets, which sell everything from handmade crafts to modern wear. 
 
Connectivity to Pondicherry University 
The University is located about 165 km south of Chennai metropolitan city. It is well connected by road, rail, 
and air. 
• Via Bus: A good number of buses are available from Chennai Bus Stand to reach Puducherry, which is 

located about 160 km south of Chennai on East Coast Road (ECR).  The delegates are advised to take the 
Chennai-Puducherry (ECR Route) so that they can get down directly at Pondicherry University. 

• Via Train: Puducherry railway station is well-connected to major cities. Villupuram Junction railway 
station, just 37 km away, is the closest railhead to Puducherry. The railway station is well linked to places 
like Delhi, Chennai, Trichy, Madurai and Tirupati via an extensive rail network.  

• Via Flight: Puducherry Airport, located at Lawspet, is 11km from Pondicherry University and provides 
daily flight services to Bengaluru, Hyderabad and Rajahmundry.  

 

Pickup facilities will be offered to delegates arriving at Puducherry Railway Station/Puducherry Airport.  
 

Weather in October (Puducherry) 
The weather during the AERA Conference period will be pleasant, as it is the pre-monsoon season. The mean 

maximum temperature in October will be around 30°C, and the mean minimum temperature will be around 

22°C. Standard clothing is preferable.  

 

Puducherry Tourism (recently ranked as the #2 top city to visit globally by Lonely Planet) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Auroville 

(12km) 

Rock Beach 

(11km) 

White Town (11km) 

Mahabalipuram 

(85km) 

 

Marina Beach 

(14km) 

Paradise Beach 

(22km) 

Pichavaram 

Mangrove (75km) 

Sri Aurobindo 

Ashram (11km) 

Serenity 

Beach 

(7km) 

PC: Google and VC: YouTube 

For Sponsorship and Special Sessions  

Contact: aeraconference.pu@gmail.com | +91-8929063645 (Sendhil R) | +91-9486769149 (Pouchepparadjou A)  

Explore 

• Cruise Travel 
• Forest Camping 
• Bonfire 
• Mangrove Boating 
• Paragliding 
• Parasailing 


